THE   DEFENCE  OF  DEMOCRACY
social existence. At this moment, therefore, traditional
and organized Christianity is faced with its Day of
Judgment. Hitherto, it has had an excuse for its un-
Christian complicities. Marx himself insists on its
excuse: the material conditions, the forces of produc-
tion did not permit the Christian ideal to be realized
save by saints. But now they do. They not merely
allow it, but they make it imperative. If the productive
forces are not to be still further perverted into forces of
destruction, the abandonment of bestial warfare and
the establishment of real Christian justice within and
between the nations is imperative. Christianity cannot
escape the fearful judgment of God.
Christianity will either become real, or it will dis-
appear; Marxism will either become Christian or it
will disappear. There will be left of a Europe which
could discard the religious illusion, but could not re-
create the religious reality, only a desert of barbarism
and savagery. And the place where this issue will be
decided is within the democracies. In them the in-
eluctable pressure upon Christianity to become
socialist, and socialism to become Christian, will be
manifest. There need be, of necessity, no unity of pro-
fession but there must be mutuality of understanding
and unity of act.
The only relevant Marxist criticism of the revolu-
tionary teaching of Jesus, would be that it was idealistic,
first, in the sense that the social revolution it com-
manded could not be permanent because the forces of
production did not permit it, and second, idealistic in
the sense that it appealed to the ethical and religious